Welcome to 4M!
I feel very blessed to be a part of your child’s Catholic education journey. I am looking forward to a wonderful year ahead working with your child and getting to know your family. I am hoping this will be a year of spiritual and academic growth for all of us! 

I am married and a parishioner of St. Peter parish. I began my teaching career originally as a full time art teacher in the St. Louis public schools. I then spent thirteen years as a stay-at-home mom raising our four children. I took up my career again as a part time art teacher for four years at St. Peter School and this will be my sixteenth year here as a fourth grade classroom teacher.
Day to Day

We go through and read each lesson for each subject together every day. In this way I am sure every child has heard the lesson. I never give an assignment without covering the material and all directions first. Students take turns reading the material orally, and going through the English and Math exercises. I begin each day with a different child for these lessons so that every student has had an equal opportunity to share by the end of the week. I also “open up the floor” for volunteers when we get stuck for an answer and during all discussions.

I correct all tests and we go over them together when I pass them back so students can check my corrections! In order to efficiently correct the daily work in our many workbooks and allow the children to have their workbooks every evening if needed, I have the students exchange simple worksheets and workbook pages. I give the correct answers and students mark any mistakes. Only the number wrong are tallied at the top of the page and then returned to the owner. I do sometimes have students correct their own work but have found that not all children are completely honest in doing this. I then have each student come to my desk individually with their corrected assignment. My teacher manual is open and we look over the work together so if they have any questions I can re-correct the assignment. I then give them their grade privately. If a mistake in correction is discovered at any time, students may bring it to me for points back or further clarification. This also applies to tests or anything I have corrected. If a child has a failed grade on any assignment, they may redo it before the end of the grading period and I will average the two scores to help raise that grade. Failed math tests are my only test retake policy, and those scores are also averaged.
I take grades on most assignments as I feel this gives a truer average score, rather than me picking and choosing only certain assignments to record. Tests scores are entered twice since they carry a little more weight in the overall average.

Students are to copy all their assignments from the board each day into their planners. Some of the work may have been completed at school, but parents will know what we did that day. Parents are to sign this planner each day the first semester. Unfinished assignments then become homework. If your child works beyond an hour on homework on a regular basis please let me know. Many students work a much shorter time than an hour as well.

I post tests for the upcoming week by Friday on my teacher page, and write it on the board in red for the students every Thursday. The students are to enter this in their planners on that day. We review for each test a few days ahead and I give out “pretest” notes during this review. Runoff tests are to be signed and returned in two days. Booklet tests in Reading and English are kept at school, but are available for you to look at any time.
Bathroom Breaks
I invite the students to use the bathroom first thing in the morning before we begin our day with prayer and the pledge. We take a mid-morning break as a class, and students are reminded to use the bathroom again during our 45 minute lunch and recess break. We also take a mid-afternoon restroom break. This schedule allows for the use of the bathroom every 1½ to 2 hours. I also have bathroom passes available with permission in between break times. 
Discipline Guidelines

1. Students should be in complete uniform each day.

2. Students are required to have all materials for class. This includes textbooks, pencils, pens, notebooks, completed assignments, signed papers, etc.
3. Assignments are to be completed on time. Exceptions are illness and emergencies.  In these cases, a note from parents will be required. Planners are to be signed by a parent each day the first semester. Run off tests are to be signed and returned within two days.

4. Students are expected to show respect for all adults and fellow classmates. This also includes the property of others. The use of bad language is prohibited.

5. Students are to follow playground rules to insure the safety of all students. Courteous behavior is also expected.

6. Desks and cubbies must be kept neat and clean.

7. Please refer to the school handbook for further guidelines.

Failure to meet any of these guidelines results in a check. Nine checks in a quarter results in a yellow slip which carries a consequence such as a loss of recess or a detention. More serious infractions will be referred to the school principal.

In Conclusion

All of my classroom policies are intended to help your child know that I am supporting them at St. Peter School. I want them to feel they are being treated fairly, consistently, and that their privacy is being protected in all aspects of our time in school. I am available to meet with you early in the morning before school or after school when I have completed my daily dismissal duty. Please feel free to contact me via school email or phone message to discuss any concerns you may have. Education is a team effort!

Sincerely,

Denise Meyer

