Welcome to 4G Social Studies!

Hello! I will be seeing your child as a Social Studies student every day. I am looking forward to a wonderful year ahead as we explore the regions of our country. I am also hoping the students will discover many new and interesting things about this great country. This will be my sixteenth year as a fourth grade classroom teacher.

Day to Day

We read through each lesson together, so that I know everyone has covered the material. Students take turns reading the material orally. I begin each day with a different child for these lessons so that every student has had an equal opportunity to share by the end of the week. I also “open up the floor” for volunteers when we are asking questions and during all discussions. I never give an assignment without covering the material and all directions first.
I correct all tests and we go over them together when I pass them back so students can check my scoring! In order to efficiently correct daily work and allow the children to have their workbooks and packets every evening if needed, I have students exchange their work in class. I give the correct answers and students mark any mistakes. Only the number wrong are tallied at the top of the page and then returned to the owner. I do sometimes have students check their own work but have found that not all children are completely honest in doing this. I then have each student come to my desk individually with their corrected assignment. My teacher manual is open and we look over the work together so if they have any questions I can re-correct the assignment. I then give them their grade privately. If a mistake in correction is discovered at any time, students may bring it to me for points back or further clarification. This also applies to tests or anything I have corrected. If a child has failed an assignment, they may redo it before the end of the grading period and I will average the two scores to help raise that grade. This does not apply to a failed test. I take grades on most assignments as I feel this gives a truer average score, rather than choosing only certain assignments to record. Test scores are entered twice since they carry a little more weight in the overall average.
I post tests for the upcoming week by Friday on my teacher page, and write it on the board in red for the students every Thursday. We review for each test a few days ahead and I give out “pretest” notes during this review. Graded test are to be signed and returned in within two days.

In Conclusion
All of my classroom policies are intended to help your child know that I am supporting them. I want them to feel they are being treated fairly, consistently, and that their privacy is being protected. I am available to meet with you if needed before school or after school when I have completed my dismissal duty. Please feel free to contact me via school email or phone message to discuss any concerns you may have. Education is a team effort!

Sincerely,

Denise Meyer
