August 26, 2011
Dear Parents of Sixth Graders,


Greetings from Room 205!  Our first week of school has been very successful.  The students are beginning to get used to their new classrooms and their new schedule.


Even though your child has only moved to a new classroom, he/she has moved to middle school.  Therefore, I stress respect and responsibility in all that we do in sixth grade.  Students are expected to respect authority, classmates and property, including the building.  They are responsible for their actions, following the uniform code, having work completed on time and working to the best of their ability.  Everyone must use his or her assignment notebook.  Teacherease will allow you to access your child’s grades on a regular basis so you will be aware of his or her progress.  If I feel that your child is having problems or is not working to their ability, then I will contact you.

We are learning to adjust to a new schedule this year.  The students are moving from classroom to classroom much more than they have done in the past.  This new schedule requires them to be more organized.  As a result, using their assignment notebook and expandable file in every class will help them to succeed.  Mrs. Osman teaches Social Studies, Mrs. Culliton teaches Science, Mrs. Shine teaches Religion, and I teach Language Arts (English, Spelling, Vocabulary, and Literature).  For Math, the students have either Mr. Cahill or myself.  They will also have Languages (formerly Spanish) with Mrs. Palrang.  The Special (Music, Art, Technology, and PE) schedule is quite different this year.  The students will have only one special each quarter and will attend that class every day throughout the quarter.  Furthermore, we have a bell system with 3 minutes in between classes to help the students get themselves to the different classrooms on time.


Throughout the year the students will be asked to do projects in various classes.  The teacher assigning the project usually sends a note home before each project with an explanation and the due date.  This will help the students to balance their long term requirements with their daily homework.

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please feel free to call or make an appointment to meet with me.  I post class information, quiz and test dates on my teacher page for the classes that I teach.  I look forward to meeting all of you!

Sincerely,

Tracy Thumm
tthumm@stpeterrockets.org

