6th and 8th Grade Art 2011-2012

Dear Parents,
I have the privilege of teaching your child(ren) art this year at St. Peter School.  I have taught at St. Peter School for several years and completed my Bachelor of Fine Arts from Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame and Master’s Degree in Education from Aurora University.  

My goal is to promote individual creative expression within the confines of a particular lesson.  Each lesson will include a brief art history lesson, vocabulary, and a project.  Depending on the project, a lesson might take longer than a week (school holidays, IOWA Basic Exams, assembles, etc.).  I will be teaching your child (ren) everyday for a quarter.  Their grade will contribute to their overall G.P.A. to qualify for honor roll at St. Peter School.

Brief overviews of my weekly plans are as follows:

· Day 1 - Introduction to a lesson. This will include vocabulary/questionnaire, art history, visual examples of art, etc.

· Day 2 – Vocabulary/questionnaire will be due.  The students will begin their art project.

· Day 3 – Use class time to work on their art project.

· Day 4 – Use class time to work on their art project.

· Day 5 – Art project is due and a vocabulary quiz will be given.

In theory, days 1 through 5 reflect a normal week day schedule.  This allows the students 5 days to learn, create, and enjoy an art lesson.
The students will learn and explore the following art medias:
· Photography – still life pictures found in our church that reflect a student’s individual sense of faith displayed in the architecture and sculpture pieces 

· Sculpture – by using recycled items from home 

· Painting – crayon/watercolor fictionally image
· Weaving – fabric project 

· Portrait Drawing – the focus of our portrait drawing will be on Mary, Our Holy Mother

· Clothing Design – art to wear (contour line drawings)
The above is a brief overview. Additional art projects will be added as time allows.

Classroom Expectations
· Bring the necessary supplies for a project (unless otherwise told)
· Follow the guidelines of the St. Peter School Handbook
· Actively participate in class, complete projects, and prepare for the weekly quiz
The Art Rubric

· Vocabulary/Questionnaire – 10%

· Weekly Quiz – 20%

· Prepared for class – 10%

· Class participation – 10%

· Completion of an assigned art project following the guidelines and expectation given – 50%

Our first art projects!!!
6th Grade – YOU ARE THE ARTIST! (I will say this phrase often to promote individual creativity)
· Each student will receive an Adventure in Art textbook (please cover by September 2nd)
· The students will begin by learning The Artistic Process (pages 6-7)

· The art project – the students will take a random slip of paper with a plant name and draw an imaginary plant that fits the name (marshmallow flower, cat’s paw flower, sword grass, zebra grass, pigweed, walking fern, rattlesnake fern, and rabbit berry shrub)

· Media – watercolor paper, crayons, pencil, and watercolors

· Vocabulary list – Two dimensional, three-dimensional, elements of design (line, shape, texture, value, color, and space) ,  and the principles of design ( rhythm, balance, pattern, proportions, emphasis, unity, and variety) 
8th Grade – YOU ARE THE ARTIST! (I will say this phrase often to promote individual creativity)

· Each student will receive a packet on the Art of Greece and Rome
· The students will begin by learning the architecture of Greek temples and the Roman designs
· The students will focus on The Golden Rectangle (The Golden Rectangle connects in nature with Fibonacci’s number sequence: 1 1 2 3 5 8 13 21 34 55 89 144)

· The art project – To create a seashell following The Golden Rectangle and reflecting the proportions given by Fibonacci’s number sequence

· Media – watercolor paper, crayons, pencil, ruler, compass, and watercolors

· Greek and Roman terms found in their packets on worksheet pages 157-158 will be on their Friday quiz
· September 2nd, each student will be given Introducing Art textbook (please cover this book by September 7th)
I look forward to your support and enriching your child’s creative spirit.

God Bless, Mrs. Palrang
