PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION

Welcome to our new preschool year.  We have been making many plans to help our students grow academically, spiritually and emotionally as well as to develop a love of learning.  
  My name is Cheryl Krueger and my aide is Marilou Lindsay. We started out working together in preschool fifteen years ago. I taught kindergarten for several years and Mrs. Lindsay helped in first and second grade.  I am so excited about this new year, in preschool, that brings us back together to teach your children. This is such a wonderful age to work with and watch grow. I have three children of my own who all attended St. Peter School from preschool through eighth grade. They are Breanne, Adam and David. Mrs.Lindsay has a son Christopher who also attended St. Peter School.
Morning preschool hours, Mon. – Fri., are from 8:30 – 11:05 a.m.  For drop-off procedures please use the west driveway (by the parish center). A pick-up/drop-off area will be by the preschool door at the north end of the building.  The preschoolers will be let out of your car by you and then you will walk them to the door. We will greet them at this time. Once a group of four parents have brought their child to the door, I will ask you to exit the area very slowly around the school.  The pick up will work exactly the same.  The first car waiting can proceed through the outer parking lot.  There may be other children crossing the parking lot and I ask you to be aware of them and drive slowly.

As the year progresses, we will keep you informed in writing with our “peek of the month page” that will come home monthly. We will also give you specific information on upcoming events in preschool such as field trips.
Weekly packets are on line on Wednesday with school news.  Please be sure to read this.

Religion:  The children will be using the Loyola Press Religion Series.  Watch in your child’s backpack for the Family Time page to come home.  This will summarize for you what we have talked about in class.

Language Arts:  We use Ready to Read with THE LETTER PEOPLE program, which is phonics based. 

Learning Centers:  We will have an art project center, letter work center, computer center, religion center and free time play.

We will begin computer time in October.  If you are interested in joining our computer volunteers please sign up for their training to be held in September.  A date will be set at a later time.

Projects and Music: We will be doing a lot of creative art projects that relate to our letter work and seasonal holidays.  Songs, finger plays, movement and stories are always interwoven throughout our curriculum on an ongoing basis. 
Snack:  Each year, we need a parent volunteer for each preschool class to make snack calendars for us.  This involves producing a monthly calendar that is sent home with each child in the class.  It informs the parents when their snack days are assigned and also birthdays and holidays.  Please keep the snack simple and nutritious.  Please send napkins with your snack for several extra. (Sometimes they drop and we may need more). The snack must be nut-free, and must be in its own individual packaging.
General Notes:  Play clothes are a MUST for preschool.  We will do our best to use smocks whenever possible, but little hands seem to be able to get clothes soiled anyway.  There may be times when we request household items for various projects so, in advance, thank you for your generosity.  Please label your child’s backpack and outerwear.  There is no need to label school supplies as these are shared by the class. Please have girls wear shorts under their dresses or skirts.
Our drop off and pick up procedures do not allow much time for long discussions. If you have a concern, please leave a message on my voicemail, through the office, and I will return your call.  You may also put a note in your child’s backpack.
We can only send your child home with someone else if we have a note on file or a note that day.

Our classroom rules include sharing, respect for others and their things and being the best person you can be.

Two things you want to be looking for in their backpacks are:

1. Letter Person Box-Each time we have a new letter, one child will bring a letter box to be filled with items or pictures beginning with that letter.(no food items)
2. The Class Sharing Bag-This is a canvas bag used for sharing a toy and a picture of his/her family and anything else special about him/her that they want to share with their classmates.  This is a time to feel special in front of the class.

The first week of school is very busy!  We feel privileged to be working with all your children and hope that you never hesitate to call with any questions or comments.  We really want to get to know your child and the whole family.

We invite you to sign up for volunteers: Computer Parents and Snack Schedule 

If you have any questions, please call or come to the office.  Always feel welcome at any school event.

Thank you and God Bless,

Mrs. Cheryl Krueger and Mrs. Marilou Lindsay
