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Expository Essays        due date: _________________________
Expository essays are factual versus fictional.  They give information about a topic; a person, place , thing or event.  They are written in a straightforward, formal and confident manner.  Do NOT use first person (I think….).  They are meant to be objective and informational, not opinionated.

Good Expository Essay Examples

Bad Examples

Mark Twain’s Years as a Steamboat Pilot
Invaders from Venus

Rock and Roll: The Golden Years


How to Change a Tire

Your Illinois History Topics



Why I Should Get an Allowance  

                                                                            My Favorite Christmas
An essay should have an appropriate and interesting title.

An essay should be a minimum of 5 paragraphs:

Paragraph 1

Introduction

This paragraph should inform and interest the reader in the topic that your essay addresses. Your introduction should briefly mention the details that you will expand upon in your 3 detailed paragraphs.  You want to catch your reader’s attention with a good lead-in.  Here are some possible lead-in devices:
1. Use an appropriate quote

2. Use an  appropriate question

3. Mention an interesting fact

Paragraphs 2-4
Body of the Essay

These paragraphs are the detailed information about your subject and answer the Who, What, Where, When and Why of a topic.   They should be focused on the topic that you wish to discuss and not stray into extraneous irrelevant data.

Each paragraph should have a transition.  Depending on the type of information and the  way in which your discussing the topic, your style of transition may vary.  See the attached sheet.  The source of this information is the wesbsite name listed on the bottom of the page.
The ways in which you present your information in paragraphs 2-3 can vary.  Here are some strategies:

1. Cause and Effect ( Global warming has been proposed as a cause of a recent  increase in the mosquito population)
2. Compare and Contrast (while Candidate A promotes heavy taxes, Candidate B believes that money should come from private companies)  

3. Expert or eyewitness quotation (The Surgeon General says “cigarette smoking is bad for your heart”)

4. Facts and statistics (65% of voters who categorize themselves as Independent cast their votes for the Democratic candidate in the last election) 

5. Explanation (photosynthesis is the process by which plants use the energy from the sun to make…    

Conclusion – Last paragraph 
Conclusions to expository essays sum up the main ides and tie them together.  An interesting conclusion will employ one of the following methods of wrapping up:

1. Provide a profound (wise) insight

2. Provide a summarizing quotation

3. Provide a through provoking statement

Criterion Prompt
1. Use the ADD CLASS button

2. Enter the class and password information:  7CAAmericanHistory     OR
                                                                                 7CUAmericanHistory  
                                                        Password:         jefferson (all lower case)

See the appropriate class.  The assignment is listed as Text Editor.  It is based on Chapter 10 – The Jefferson Era.  You have three choices dealing with Thomas Jefferson’s presidential style, the Louisiana Purchase or the problems with foreign powers during that time.
You will also need to use one more source in addition to your textbook.  Create a bibliography for the extra source.
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