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Dear Parent(s) of Seventh Grade Students:


I am happy to have the honor of being your student’s language arts teacher.  This is my twenty-sixth year at St. Peter School.  My degree is in Elementary Education from Northern Illinois University where I also received my Master’s.  I also have a Middle School Endorsement in Language Arts. I am very excited about working with this group of students.  I would like to take this time to let you know what I expect from your student in the three subjects I teach him/her.  These subjects include spelling, vocabulary, literature, and English.


In spelling, we will cover one unit per week.  Your child will take a pretest, do a certain number of pages in his/her spelling book, and take a final test.  It would be beneficial if you could help your child study for the tests.  On Thursdays we have vocabulary.  There is a separate vocabulary book and it is an excellent program.  I usually assign a unit a week with some units taking two weeks to complete.  These units are to be worked on over the course of the week or two and not to be hurried through the night before they are due.  It does take time to complete each unit.  Your student should be working on a section of each unit every night.  The program is excellent and is beneficial when taking standardized or placement tests.  Instead of having a separate grade for spelling and vocabulary, spelling will be combined with literature and vocabulary will be combined with English. 

The next subject I have with your child is literature.   This year we will be doing a novel based literature program.  All reading skills will be enhanced through these selections.  Besides the basic literature program, I require four book reports, one every quarter.  I have given the students a sheet that tells them the exact due dates for book report rough drafts and final copies.  Your student is required to do one classic fiction, one non-fiction, one biography, and one from any of the three categories over the course of the year.  One extra book we will do will be about the Holocaust.  We cover that toward the end of the year.  I have given the students a book report guide for each type to follow.  I also have set aside ten minutes of silent reading time each day for reading in a book report book.  Your child is required to have that book report book with him/her every day.  Every time it is not brought to class, one point will be taken off his/her book report.  I must also approve the book that is being read.  Please help your child by making regular visits to the library and encouraging independent reading.  It is also very important that you help your child in his/her selections of books.  What may be appropriate for one child may not be appropriate for others.  I do, at times, ask students to bring in a note from a parent approving what is being read.  Please check periodically what your child is reading.  Students will also be expected to earn 25 Accelerated Reader (AR) points each quarter.  Many opportunities to take these tests will be given in class.  Your child should be working on literature homework every night whether it is assigned class material from that day or reading in a library book.                                                           




                                                      (OVER)
The final subject I have with your child is English. We will do grammar on a daily basis. A workbook goes along with the grammar.  There will be an assignment daily in the English workbook.  A variety of writing activities will be worked on over the course of the year.  We will do creative writing, paragraph writing, poetry, letter writing, and essays.  I am stressing writing.  I expect students to have a writing spiral with them ALWAYS.  We will have “Writing Wednesdays.”  We will be using Criterion, an online writing program.  We did use this last year and the students found it very helpful.  It is a program that helps students with writing essays.  Students will be able to access this at home as well as at school.  Students can also put in writing they do in any class into the program and it will help them check for a variety of errors.    


Graded homework papers will be handed back on a daily basis.  We are currently using TeacherEase, a web-based grade program.  Both students and parents have access to grades using this program. Please check TeacherEase on a regular basis.  Please remember that progress reports are no longer sent home.  You have access to your student’s grades 24/7!  You will have to check to see if your student has late work or has not done so well on a test.  TeacherEase will not automatically let you know this.  If I see a problem in regard to late work or low grades, I will then email parents.  If a student has late work, I expect the student to complete the work and get it to me the next day for 10% off.   Students will be responsible for getting the missed work to me.   Work that is handed in more than one day late is 50% off.  I will send home a homework planner on Fridays.  I will list any tests, major projects, and other major items for the following week.  This is a tentative planner; not everything goes as planned.  If plans change, I will announce it in class and your student will still be required to have the work done as announced. Ask your student to show you this planner on Friday if you have questions about assignments in any of my classes.  I update this same planner weekly on my teacher page on our website.   Using an assignment notebook will also help keep students organized.  


I hope this will answer any questions you have.  Please feel free to leave a message on my voice mail or email me any time you have a question or concern and I will be happy to respond.  I am planning on a rewarding and productive school year.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Jeanne VanLandeghem

Language Arts Teacher 
jvanlandeghem@stpeterrockets.org 

