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PRINCIPAL’S NOTE
Wednesday, December 2. 2009

AREIVAL AND DISMISSAL KEMINDERS (AS THE WEATHER GETS COLD AND SNOWTY):
+ (CROSS WITH THE CROSSING GUARD both before and after school when you are walking to
and from your vehicle in the parking lot.
+ REDUCE YOUR 5PEED: Be certamn that you can stop when a cluld mums m front of you or a car
door opens unexpectedhy.
+ BE PATIENT: We are trying fo ensure the safety of every child Youwr care and concern for
others will help us do that!

GREENS FOR SALE: Chr Home and School Asseciahion 1s fineshing up a very suecessful Chnistmas
Greens Sale There are a few door swags, wreaths, centerpieces and even some holly left over. If vou
don't have encugh seasonal decarations, call Lisa Karas at 630-262-0213. You'll be glad that vou did!

BASE ... CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! During the month of December, BASE (our Before and After
School Enrichment Program) will offer a special price of $20.00 a day for after school enrichment. This
offer 15 available for parents of children at St. Peter School that cwrently are not enrolled in BASE and
need exira time for Christmas shopping.

CHILDEEN'S PARISH CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS/EFIPHANY: 5t Peter's Children's Choir will
smg for Mass on Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. and for the 5:00 pm Mass on Epiphany, January 3, 2010,
There will be towro rehearsals: Monday, December 14 and Monday, Decernber 21. Both rehearsals wall be
in the chureh from 3:15 unhl 430 p.m.

TEANSPORTATION: The Geneva School District #304 will ONLY allow current bus riders on the
mormng and afiernoon bus routes. Please DO NOT REQUEST that your student nde home with a bus
rider . . . unless they are a cwrent bus nder assigned to another route.

MARAMION SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFVING ENTRANCE EXAM: THIS Saturday, December 5, at
9-:00 am Marmuon Acadenyy High School will be bosting it anmial Scholarship Qualifying Entrance

Exam for eighth prade boys. Ten scholarships will be awarded based on acadermc mertt of the exam with
a total vahie of over $144.000. The December 5th date is the only test date for the scholarship-qualifying

AT

MASS: Please join us for Mass this Friday, December 4, at 8:45am  Mrs. Dnoy's third grade
class will be presenting this litrgy. In addition, please join us on Tuesday, December 8, at 8:45
am to celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception. St. Peter’s Home and School
Association will be presenting the iturgy for this Holy Day of Obligation We look forward to

both presentations!
Pawvent/Teacher Conferences!



Break out your aprons and preheat your ovens. ..it's t me to BAKE:!

2009 Sports Booster Annual Cookie Extravaganza

Saturday, December 12th and Sunday December 13th

Find a favorite cookie recipe (or two) and bake as many batches as you'd like!
Cookies will be sold by the pound fallowing the 4,30 pm; 7. 9, and 11am masses.
Select your own variety or choose a pre-packaged assortment.

Celebrate the Christmas season with your fiends family and parishioners.
Join us in supporting tha St. Peter School sports teams by BAKING. SELLING &
BUYING delicious home made Christmas ¢cookiesl|

Questions?
Call Mary Pat Brown (630) 802-8877 or Maureen Grady (630} 262-1362

Cookie Donations ¢an ke droppec off in Seton Hall Kitchen
Friday 8:30 - 10:00 am, 2:45 - 4:00 pm or Saturday 3:00 am - noon.




..From the Parent Ed. Committee of the Home and S5chool Association

The Gift of Being Present
by Sherry Antonetti

The kids and | were talking about Christrmas. For fun, | started a list about what |
wanted.

I’d like my son and maybe even my daughter to be potty trained. If my next daughter
cauld stop twisting her hair in knots and her brother could read chapter books with
ease, that would be lovely. I'd hope for the baby to stop getting colds which she does
with alarming ease, and the oldest to acquire a hint of discernment. [i.e. not ride a
grocery cart down a hill at a shoppine mart parking lot}.

I’d love my newest adelescent to not get so very upset when she makes a mistake and
I’Ll still point ut misspelled wards and remind ber, my mam does that to me teo. 'd
wish that her sister to learn Lo speak up without stamping her fool to do so. 17
intended to make the list into something funny about where in the store we could find
each of these items, For Dummiss books on the areas of Parenting where | have
arguably flunked.

Then, a woeek ago, a family in my parish experienced a nightmare. Their son had died
in his sleep. He was fifteen.

We were acquaintances, but the rawness of it all hit home. The idea of going through
the mundaneness of Monday routine suddenly felt so comforting, | mourned that this
mather and this father won't have that again. | looked at my list | had started in jest.
Maturity. That was what | wanted, sach of my children to grow up a bit. | had wanted
time to speed up. For this family, time had stopped.

Meow | firmly believe with all my heart that all suffering, even the mast
incomprehensible, has within it. the oppartunity for grace, wisdom and the deepening
of one’s faith and communion with God for everyone, Suffering serves as a reminder
to not allow the everyday gitt of life and health and abundance be overleoked quite
so often, 1 still forget. Death acts as spiritual wake up call to live and do and speak
well today.

| will still push each and every one of my kids to grow as a parent must, but maybe |
won'L feel quite as discouraged when today is not the day they decide to actually
study for the test as much as they cught or pick a book over TV or decide to try
wizaring underwear.

Suddenly, my Christmas list is blank. [ have all | need and more than | could have
hoped,

| made a new Christmas list.







