
        
                                               PRINCIPALôS NOTE 

Wednesday, October 5, 2011 

 

"Today is a good day to do great things for the glory of God! " 

 

DON'T FORGET:  EARLY DISMISSAL THIS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, AT 11:30 a.m.!  Busses will be 

running!  NO School on Monday, October 10, as well! 

SMILE FOR THE CAMERA, AGAIN: Picture retakes will be this Tuesday, October 11th!  Remember to 

bring your packet of "not-so-great" photos to the retake! 

ATTENTION SIXTH, SEVENTH, AND EIGHTH GRADERS AND PARENTS:   We have invited many 

neighboring Catholic high schools to gather at St. Peter School on Tuesday, October 18th, at 7:00 p.m.  If you 

would like to learn more about choices for high school, stop by the MPR and visit the many booths.  Both 

students and parents are welcome! 

THE S.A.N.T.A. PROJECT:  St. Peter School will be assisting Jerry and Wen Marcec, long-time, active St. 

Peter Parish members, with helping to make the holidays brighter for underprivileged children in Appalachia, 

Kentucky.  Please take the time to read the two-page attachment from Jerry and Wen regarding the S.A.N.T.A. 

(Send A New Toy (to) Appalachia) Project.  The toys will be collected at school from October 17 - 21.  Watch 

for more information as the dates get closer!    

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  The Barn Sale Country Market Committee, under the direction of Carole 

King and Kim Koechley, would like to thank each and every individual who baked for the Country Market this 

year!  Carole and Kim were thrilled to receive so many beautiful and delicious pies, cakes, fancy cupcakes, 

giant cookies, brownies, assorted cookies, flavored breads, puppy chow, popcorn balls, fudge, candy . . . the list 

just goes on and on!!!!  Thanks so much for your time, talents and generosity!  It couldn't have been done 

without you!   

WORDS OF WISDOM:  The Parent Education Committee of the Home and School Association provides a 

weekly reflection in the Wednesday Packet.  This week's reflection is on the virtue of the month for October . . . 

HOPE!  Please take the time to read these words.  You will be glad that you did! 

TRANSPORTATION:   The Geneva School District #304 will ONLY  allow current bus riders on the 

morning and afternoon bus routes.  Please DO NOT REQUEST that your student ride home with a bus rider . . . 

unless they are a current bus rider assigned to another route. 

HERE OR NOT HERE, THAT IS THE QUESTION: Please call the attendance line (630-208-5681), if your 

child will not be at school for any reason.   

      

St. Peter School 
Wednesday Packet 
October 5, 2011 



  DAILY SCHOOL ARRIVAL :  Remember that there is NO adult supervision on school property 

until 8:10 a.m. in the morning.  In addition, when you arrive at school in the morning, do not ask your 

son/daughter to walk across the parking lot from your car without you.  If you do not want to get out of your 

car, please pull up next to the island and have your child get out.  If you choose to park, get out of your car with 

your child, and walk your child across the line of traffic.     

 

STOP FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES:  School parents and students may NOT enter 

classrooms when Religious Education classes are in session.  This includes MOST Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings beginning at 3:45 p.m.  If you have not retrieved your children's belongings by 3:45 p.m. on 

Wednesday and Thursday, you will have to wait until the next day. 

ANNUAL BOOK FAIR: St. Peter's Home and School Association will be sponsoring its annual Book Fair on 

Wednesday, November 30, from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. at Barnes and Noble (at the corner of Randall and 

Williamsburg in the Geneva commons).  This a great time to buy Christmas gifts!  If you have any questions, 

contact Jackie Zimmer (630) 262-9515 OR Julie Hood (630) 208-9415.  

THE FIRST EVER GRANDPARENT'S DAY AT SPS:  St. Peter School is proud to announce our first 

annual Grandparent's Day on May 11, 2012!  Grandparents are such an important part of our children's lives 

that we want to honor them this year with a special day.  Anyone interested in joining the Grandparent's Day 

Committee may contact Julie Yeary-Mehalic at jmehalic@att.net.  Various subcommittees include invitations, 

volunteers, program coordinator, decorations, etc.  Meetings will be held once a month in the evenings. 

REALLY PLANNING AHEAD . . . EIGHTH GRADE G RADUATION:  Graduation Mass for our class of 

2012 has been scheduled for Friday, May 25, at 7:00 p.m. in the Church.  All are invited to attend! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER AT SCHOOL?  If so, please contact Lisa O'Leary Volk in the 

Parish Office (630-232-0124).  She will provide you with a packet of information that must be completed.  All 

individuals volunteering at school, whether it be weekly in the lunch room or simply one day for a class field 

trip, must complete the volunteer requirements. 

 

MASS:  Please join us for Mass this Friday, October 7, at 8:45 a.m.  One of Mrs. Shine's sixth grade religion 

classes will be presenting this liturgy, and our music teachers, Ms. Steele and Mrs. Stasell, will be providing the 

musical accompaniment.   

Enjoy the Extended  Weekend!  

 
 

  



The virtue of the month for St. Peterôs is Hope.  October is also Respect Life Month. How 

beautifully they support each other.  Respect Life Sunday, also called Sanctity of Life Sunday, is 

celebrated each year on the first Sunday of October.  In October St. Peter school will  learn the 

theological virtue of hope- ñby which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our 

happiness,ò Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI reminds us of our mission of life and hope; 

hope and life:  

ñThe Church é is called to proclaim the gift of life, to serve life, and to  

promote a culture of life. é This is the message of hope we are called to  

proclaim and embody in a world where self-centeredness, greed, violence,  

and cynicism so often seem to choke the fragile growth of grace in  

peopleôs hearts.ò 

 

Hope allows us to live in the Spirit of God, it leads us to optimistic action trusting in the 

faithfulness and goodness of God; trusting in His providence (Godôs hand in the events of life). 

Pray along with us the Act of Hope prayer below and then do an Act of Charity for Respect life 

and you will find the meaning of ñHope springs Eternalò! 

  

 

Acts of Hope are prayers that express our trust in God's mercy and in His promises to us. They 

acknowledge that our salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone, and they are important 

prayers to say when we find ourselves discouraged. An Act of Hope can be as simple as "Jesus, 

I hope in you," or it can be longer, like this traditional version.  

An Act of Hope is traditionally preceded by an Act of Faith and followed by an Act of Charity.  

 

An Act of Hope 

"O my God, relying on Thy almighty power and infinite mercy and promises, I hope to obtain 

pardon of my sins, the help of Thy grace, and life everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, 

my Lord and Redeemer. Amen." 

 

 



 

 

St. Peter School is now participating in 

the  

 

Tyson Project A+ program  

 

Cut the labels off participating Tyson 

products and send them in to school!  

 

They are worth cash to us!  

 

Any questions, contact Kathy Soeder at kathy.soeder@gmail.com 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

ST. PETER SCHOOL STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES  CAN 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH  

The S.A.N.T.A. (Send A New Toy (to) Appalachia) Project!  

 

Millions of Americans across the country are expected to spend Saturday, October 2 2 ï Make A Difference 

Day ï doing volunteer projects to improve their communities and to help those in need.   

 

On the last Make A Difference Day, a record 3 million volunteers participated and an estimated 28 million 

people - in -need benefited.   

 

This year, St. Peter School , along with other schools  and community groups in Geneva , will be partnering in 

a project called The S.A.N.T.A. (Send A New Toy (to) Appalachia) Project --  to help make the holidays 

brighter for underprivilege d children  in Appalachia, Kentucky.  

 

For the children in Geneva, Illinois, holiday time is one of great joy.  There are sparkling decorations, there 

are plenty of traditional baked goodies, and of course there are gifts, gifts and more gifts!   

 

For the ch ildren who live in Appalachia, Kentucky, holiday time is no different from any other time of the 

year.  There are no decorations -  many of the families do not even have electricity.  Most of the students 

eat only one good meal a day -  food provided by the Federal Lunch Program at the school they attend.  

Gifts (if they come at all) are provided by the local Fire Department -  and they are very minimal.  

 

Our school community can help make a difference in the lives of these very underprivileged children!  This  

is an optional program, but we hope you will consider being a part of the S.A.N.T.A. Project . 



 

The families who will be receiving our donations new toys  live in an area where jobs are almost non -

existent.  The average annual family income there is less th an $12,000.  Besides the problems that stem 

from their financial difficulties, many of the children  in these homes  suffer low self -esteem and other 

emotional issues.  Most of the time they feel hopeless.  

 

We are asking all interested St. Peter School  families to make a difference by donating one or more of the 

following items:   dolls, action figures, books, board games, puzzles, blocks, sports items (basketballs, 

footballs, soccer balls, etc.), cars, trucks, trains, kitchen play sets, craft kits, art kits, etc.  Because many of 

the families in this rural area of Kentucky do not have electricity, and because they have no means of 

purchasing batteries, electric toys and electronic equipment would not be appropriate.  Toys should not be 

tagged or gift -wra pped.   

 

The toys  will be collected October 17 -21, in boxes located outside the main office of St. Peter School.  All 

items  collected  will be delivered to Kentucky by Jerry and Wen Marcec, long - time, active St. Peter Parish 

members.  Wen's organization, A Lasting World Inc., has been working with impoverished families in 

Appalachia for the past 10 years.  In 2006, A Lasting World initiated Camp H.O.P.E. (Helping Our Planet 

Earth), a one -week, all -expenses -paid environmental education camp for middle school students in 

Appalachia.  At holiday time each year, A Lasting World focuses on providing holiday toys to children who 

would otherwise have no Christmas gifts.  Jerry and Wen will be speaking to St. Peter School 6th -8th grade 

students during religion classe s on October 11, to explain more about their ministry work in Appalachia.    

 

Jerry and Wen Marcec will be happy to answer any questions you may have about the S.A.N.T.A. Project.  

You may reach them at 630 -232 -4439.  

 

Thanks for reaching out  and bringing h ope  to those in need ï and thanks for making a difference in the 

lives of some very underprivileged, but very deserving children!  

 

 



 

 

 

Spectacular Classroom 

Projects  
 

 

We are looking for parent 

volunteers from each classroom 

to work with the kids and 

develop a priceless project for the 

Spectacular Auction.  

 

Please let us know if you are 

interested.  

 

Jolene Austin Ô dandjaustin@sbcglobal.net  

 

Patty Boskey Ô pdboskey@aol.com   

 



 

The boys basketball season is quickly approaching!  Practices will begin 
on Monday, October 17th .   Coaches will contact players directly with 
exact dates and times. 
 

Register Now 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōefore, 
you can sign in as a returning user.  If not, go to orgsonline.com, key in 
our school code (227SPSIL) and click on First Time User to create an 
account.   The registration fee is $85.  Please register by Monday, Oct. 
10th. 
 

Practice Jerseys 
All boys need a practice jersey for scrimmages.  Many parents ordered 
ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ 
one, it will be delivered to your athlete the first week of practice.  If you 
have not ordered one, but still need one, an order form will be available 

ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ tŀŎƪŜǘΦ 

 
Coaches Needed 

WeΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩs boys basketball season, but are in 
need of a few more coaches.  Please contact our Athletic Director, Tom 

Cahill at tcahill@stpeterrockets.org as soon as possible.   
We need you!   No experience necessary. 



ROCKET CROSS COUNTRY STAYS 
TOUGH ON THE HILLS OF RANDALL 
OAKS, WINS THIRD CONFERENCE 

MEET

In spite of the daunting hills of Randall Oaks Park in West Dundee, the St. Peter Rockets Cross Country team 
remained at the top of the standings in the Tri-County Conference.  On Wednesday they topped 2nd place St. 
Catherine of West Dundee on their home course in both the 5/6th grade and 7/8th grade races.  

The 5/6th grade 1.5 mile girls race was won by St. Peter runner Megan Cahill, a 5th grader notching her first win of 
the season in a time of 11:03.  Following her in close succession was Anna Burke in 2nd and Caroline Zimmer in 3rd 
place.

Sam McEnery, a perennial winner for St. Peter won the 5/6th grade 1.5 mile boys race in a time of 9:46.  David 
Peterson followed with a 4th place finish being edged out by runners from St. Mary of Sycamore and St. Catherine.  

The familiar trio of Maria Tavierne, Elizabeth Allon and Katy Huber took 1st through 3rd in the 7/8th grade 2 mile 
girls race beating all but 6 of the boys in the same race.  Their next female opponent was over 30 seconds in trail.

Not to be outdone, Jon Young, Charlie Zimmer and Matthew Martin finished one, two and three in the 7/8th grade 
2 mile boys race continuing their domination of the event in the conference.

The Rocket Runners' next challenge is the 35 team Fred Martin Invitational on Saturday at Melas Park in Arlington 
Heights.  Next week brings a meet on Thursday against the challenging Batavia Rotolo Middle School team and 
then on to the IESA (Illinois Elementary School Association) Sectional Meet in Fox River Grove on Saturday.



ST. PETER GIRLS RUN AWAY TO A 4TH

PLACE FINISH

Led by Therese Hein in 16th place, the St. Peter Girls 1.5 Mile team placed 4th and exceeded all expectations by 
nearly bringing home a trophy at the 35 team Fred Martin Invitational in Arlington Heights last Saturday.  Only 3 
points separated the Rocket Runners from the third place team truly making this a race that came down to only a 
few seconds.  Rounding out the team was Sonja Popovich, Isabel Bettag, AbagaelPhelan, Sarah Stocking, Danielle 
Filardi, Ellie Piech, Kathryn Desch, Alice Bettag and Nicole Saponara.

Although the rest of the team results are not available as of this posting, St. Peter also had three individual top 10 
finishers including girls team leader Maria Tavierne with an 8th place finish in the Girls 2 Mile race.  Jonathon 
Young and Charlie Zimmer, perennial Rocket front runners finished in 7th and 10th place respectively.

The Rocket Runners' next challenge is a four team meet on Thursday against Rotolo Middle School of Batavia, 
Haines Middle School of St. Charles and Aurora Christian of Aurora.  Rotolo is hosting the meet on their home 
course in Batavia.

On Saturday the Rocket Cross Country elite travel to Fox River Grove to defend their IESA (Illinois Elementary 
School Association) Sectional title and attempt to qualify for a trip to the IESA State Cross Country Championship 
Meet.



 
 

 

  



 
  



 
  



Popular Parent Workshops Offered Once Again 

Parents are invited to sign up for an updated version of Parent to Parent 2000/Lessons Learned, 

the popular series of parenting workshops created by Bill Oliver.  Geneva School District is 

proud to host this series to give parents advice and guidance on raising children in the 21st 

Century. 

Two classes, each containing four sessions, are scheduled this fall to provide parents with 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻȄƛŎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ forced to 

raise their children today.  The program is valuable to parents of children of any age and covers 

such topics as recognizing the signs and symptoms of an unhealthy child, the battle against teen 

drinking and drug use, the dangers of the Internet, and identifying the common traps parents 

fall into with children, among others.  Over half of the class time will be spent discussing these 

important issues with other parents and sharing collective experiences. 

Parents who have attended this class have ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  hǘƘŜǊǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻΤέ άL ǿƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΤέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

healthier persǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎΦέ 

Class I will be held on Thursdays Oct. 6, Oct. 13, Oct. 20, and Oct. 27 from 7:00-9:30 p.m. 

Class II will be held on Thursdays Nov. 10, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, and Dec. 8 from 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

All sessions will be held in the first floor conference room at the Geneva School District 

Administrative Offices, 227 N. Fourth Street.  All sessions are free of charge, and all parents 

from throughout Kane County are invited to participate! 

To sign up or for more information, contact Community Intervention Coordinator Chic Williams 

at (630) 463-3083 or Linda Williams at (630) 463-3084.  Leave your name, phone number, and 

the number of the class you would like to attend. 

 
  



St. Peterõs Kids in Pictures Order Form 

 

Start your holiday shopping now!  Kathy Green, of RCG Photography, is again donating her time and 

talent this  year to take pictures of YOUR CHILD at St. Peter.  All of the profits will go to St. Peter 

School.  

Your childõs black and white  photo will be captured on a beautiful beveled glass circular ornament  

with a red ribbon. These special gifts will be available in time for Christmas! Perfect for your tree and 

to give to family!  Or, they make lovely window decorations to be admired throughout the year. Please 

see our display in the school office.  

We had wo nderful feedback on the memorable pictures from last year! Please support this addition to 

Spectacular 2012, and complete the order form at the bottom .  Kids will be photographed at school 

during the month of October only.  

Spectacular photo committee:  Kat hy Green  (kgreen@rcgphoto.com) , Sally OõBrien (sallyobrien@sbcglobal.net) , Heather 

OõRourke (tohomoro@att.net) , Christine Denney  (tine97@comcast.net ) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

***Payment is due with order. Pictures will not be taken unless payment is received  by Wednesday, 

October 12th .***  

______ Yes, I would like to capture a special photo of my child/children take n by Kathy Green of RCG 

Photogr aphy.  

1st Name/Classroom ____________________________________________ Qty __________ 

2nd Name/Classroom ____________________________________________ Qty __________ 

3rd Name/Classroom ____________________________________________ Qty __________ 

¶ $20 per glass  photo ornament, packed in red velvet gift pouch.  Please make checks payable to: Kids in 
Pictures (memo òSpectacularó)Return in an envelope, with Attention: Heather OõRourke c/o Maddy 
OõRourke (4G).  

mailto:tine97@comcast.net


St. Peterõs Kids in Pictures! 

*Addendum*  
 

 

 

GOOD NEWS!  

Due to popular demand, we have extended the deadline to order ornaments. 

Please send in your orders and payment by Wednesday, October 12, 2011.  

We are also now offering the ornaments to siblings of St. Peter students!   

Two days only - Get  your child phot ographed during recess (11 -12 p.m.) on:   

                                                Monday, 10/17   or  Tuesday, 10/18  

No need to pre -order for siblings. Please b ring your money that day . 

*** St. Peter students must be pre -ordered and pre -paid***  

*Thank you for supporting SPS!*  


