
        
                                               PRINCIPAL’S NOTE 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

 

"Today is a good day to do great things for the glory of God!" 

 

IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS:  Students in grades 3-8 will be taking the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 

beginning next Tuesday, September 20.  To ensure that your child’s performance on the tests adequately reflects 

his/her ability, make certain that your son/daughter gets plenty of rest and a nutritious breakfast each day. 

9/11 REMEMBRANCE:  A sincere thank you to the Geneva Firefighters (Rod Johnson, Matt Lokse, Russ 

Shea, and John Depauw) who joined us on Monday morning to remember the victims of September 11, 2001.  

The Pledge of Allegiance and prayer took on a very special meaning that morning.  Thank you, also, to eighth 

grader Nick Borodin who sang "God Bless America" as part of the morning tribute.   

CALLING ALL COACHES:  In an effort to provide the most positive experience for St. Peter Student 

Athletes, the St. Peter Athletic Program is offering a workshop for all coaches entitled "Coaching for Winning 

and Life Lessons."  The workshop will be held on Monday evening, September 26, from 7- 9 p.m. in Seton 

Hall.  If you are currently coaching or you would like to coach this year, your attendance is required.  If you 

cannot attend this workshop, please contact Tom Cahill, our Athletic Director, for other workshop dates/times.  

The attached flyer provides additional information on the workshop. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL SUCCESS!  A HUGE thank you to Mr. Gary Purpura for the donation of ALL the ice 

cream at the social last week.  It is through this kind of generosity that we are able to come together as a school 

community!!  The event was also a success due to the volunteers who made it happen: Samantha Ketterman, 

Carol Sanders, Michelle Takesue, Dorothy Beck, Jeanne Connelly, Donna Frangul, Michelle Gallagher, Jen 

Gedraitis, and Heather Wise.  Thank you to all of those who attended!!   

SPS PARENTS' EVENING OUT:  Please plan to join your fellow SPS parents for an evening out next 

Friday, September 23.  (Please see the attached flyer for more details.)  All paid RSVPs must be turned into the 

school office by next Monday, September 19.  We hope to see you there! 

SPECTACULAR NEWS:  There is a new opportunity this year to financially support our fabulous school by 

underwriting our biggest fundraiser of the year.  Watch your oldest child's backpack for an envelope from the 

Spectacular Acquisitions Committee coming home later this week. 

       
   

 

St. Peter School 
Wednesday Packet 
September 14, 2011 



YARD SIGN UPDATE!!!  If you ordered a yard sign and/or attachments, please pick them up in the office.  

Yard signs CANNOT be sent home on the bus.  Also, if you paid for a yard sign and took one home at sign up 

day, could you email Sarah Hoying that information for her records.  For those of you interested in ordering a 

sign or more attachments, you can do that anytime. The order form can be found online in the first Wednesday 

Packet. What a great gift it would make for a birthday or Christmas!  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact Sarah Hoying (sehoying@yahoo.com). 

WORDS OF WISDOM:  The Parent Education Committee of the Home and School Association provides a 

weekly reflection in the Wednesday Packet.  This week's reflection is on the meaning of the Our Father.  Please 

take the time to read these words.  You will be glad that you did! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER AT SCHOOL?  If so, please contact Lisa O'Leary Volk in the 

Parish Office (630-232-0124).  She will provide you with a packet of information that must be completed.  All 

individuals volunteering at school, whether it be weekly in the lunch room or simply one day for a class field 

trip, must complete the volunteer requirements. 

MASS:  Please join us for Mass this Friday, September 16, at 8:45 a.m.  One of Mrs. Shine's seventh grade 

religion classes will be presenting this liturgy, and our music teachers, Ms. Steele and Mrs. Stasell, will be 

providing the musical accompaniment.   

 

  



Repeat after me: Our Father… 
We say it every week in church, and it’s the prayer that most unifies Christians of every denomination. 
For children, though, the Our Father can be one long line of seldom-used and difficult to understand 
words and phrases. Helping kids to break down the prayer into smaller, more understandable bits at 
home will give them a better sense of its meaning. Using parts of the prayer in your family’s day-to-day 
life will make it come alive when kids recite it in church. 

Our Father, who art in heaven: While we’re used to the metaphor of God as Father, Jesus added a 
new twist to this Old Testament image. Jesus used the word “Abba,” which scholars say is closer to Papa 
or Daddy than it is to the more formal “Father.” Children have a natural tendency to imagine God as a 
far-off ruler. During a joyful moment of celebrating with your child, point out to her that as much as you 
love her, God’s love is even deeper. 

 Hallowed be thy name: While the second commandment reminds us not to take God’s name in vain, 
the very first line of the Our Father tells us why. God’s name is holy—and teaching kids not to say “Oh 
my God!” when they’re excited can help them see God’s name as a go-to for prayer, but not to be 
abused. Watch your own language to make sure you’re not modeling how to dismiss “Hallowed be thy 
name.” My husband started saying “Blasphemy!” in the same circumstances he might otherwise take 
God’s name in vain (fixing the leaking pipe under the sink, finding a nest of hornets in the garage). It has 
become a good word to use in anger. Something about the “s” sound in the middle and the three 
syllables is really satisfying. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven: Kids need to understand that 
God’s kingdom has not yet come—it’s still on the way. When they question why there is war or poverty, 
it’s an opportunity for them to learn that God’s will is not always carried out. On the other hand, when 
you see people acting in an extraordinary way—volunteering to give out food after a hurricane, for 
example—it’s an opportunity to point out to children that some people do choose to help build God’s 
kingdom on earth. Kids can understand that when people act with love toward others, that is God’s will 
being done. 

 Give us this day our daily bread: This is perhaps the easiest line in the prayer for adults and kids 
alike. We all understand we need food to survive. What this line highlights, though, is that we need only 
ask God for the basics. Jesus doesn’t advocate asking “Give us this day a bigger house,” or “Give us this 
day more money.” This line contrasts sharply with what children are taught through ads—to ask for 
more, to remain unsatisfied. The line can be one we return to when discussion of the “need” for a new 
cell phone seems to have gotten out of hand. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us: In the same 
sentence in which we ask God for food, we also ask God to forgive us. If we can teach our children that 
the need for forgiveness is as basic as the need for food, we have given them a lifetime gift. Our children 
will learn either to forgive or to carry a grudge by watching what we do. Let your children see you and 
your spouse say you’re sorry after an argument. After you forgive your child for something, don’t revisit 
it the next week. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: Help children understand what 
temptation is by calling it when you see it. “I know when we leave you alone, you might be tempted to 
watch an ‘R’ movie on TV, so we’ve rented this other movie for you to watch tonight instead.” Kids are 
relieved to know that their parents are willing to help them manage temptation. Likewise, when a child 
succeeds in overcoming temptation, acknowledge that, as well. “I appreciate that you told me the truth. 
I know it was tempting to lie.” Using the words “tempt” or “temptation” in everyday life will bring that 
phrase to life when they pray it during church. 
by Annemarie Scobey, from the pages of At Home with Our Faith, Claretian Publications’ print newsletter 

for parents on nurturing spirituality in the home.   



St. Peter School  
Coaches Workshop 

 

Monday, September 26, 2011 
7-9 pm 

Seton Hall 
 

“Coaching for Winning and Life Lessons” 

This interactive workshop begins by defining the Double-Goal Coach™ as one 
who strives to win and works to prepare his/her team to play at its highest level, 
and, at the same time, teaches life lessons (teamwork, dedication, bouncing back 

from mistakes, etc.) to his/her players. 
 

 
 
As part of a targeted effort to provide the most positive experience for its athletes, St. Peter 
School has established a partnership with Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA).  PCA, a Stanford 
University-based non-profit organization, works with coaches, organizational leaders and 
parents to more effectively teach young athletes not only how to win, but also how to learn 
about teamwork, discipline, respect and goal-setting through their sports experience. By 
partnering with PCA, the St. Peter Athletic Program has  made a commitment to place 
character education at the top of our program’s objectives and to create a Positive 
Coaching culture in which athletes can grow, be challenged and have fun. 
 
 
About Positive Coaching Alliance 
Founded as a non-profit within the Stanford University Athletic Department in 1998, Positive 
Coaching Alliance (PCA) has the mission of “transforming youth sports so sports can 
transform youth.”  To that end, PCA has conducted nearly 9,000 live group workshops 
nationwide for more than 475,000 youth and high school sports leaders, coaches and parents.  
Workshop attendees have helped create a positive, character-building youth sports 
environment for roughly 3.5 million youth athletes. 
 
PCA’s partnership network includes more than 1,700 youth sports organizations, cities and 
schools. In 2011, PCA will conduct roughly 1,300 live, group workshops across the U.S., while 
assisting tens of thousands of other individuals via online workshops 
at www.PositiveCoach.org.   



 

  



St. Peter School Children, 

The St. Peter Barn Sale Country Market 

 Needs You! 
 

The Country Market is the place to come and enjoy freshly baked 

homemade treats.  We rely on the ENTIRE School to bake delicious and 

delectable treats to be sold not only for our parishioners, but for anyone who 

comes to our sale. 

 

PLEASE! 
Help us make this year a huge success by taking the time to bake:  Breads, 

Pies, Cookies, Cakes, Candies, Cupcakes, Coffeecakes, Muffins, Strudels, 

Bundts, Fudge, Chex Mix, Popcorn balls, Trail mix, Taffy Apples, Puppy 

chow …whatever you enjoy putting together.  

 

Please Remember: 
-Please identify all baked goods with labels; especially items with nuts. 

-Please use transparent wrap. 

-Items sell quicker if they are packaged nicely. 

-Place baked goods in disposable containers. 

 

Drop off all baked goods at the Kane County Fairgrounds: 

Use the Rt. 38 entrance, take first right, and drive to new large building. 

     Thursday, Sept. 15
th

 between 10am-7pm 

     Friday, Sept. 16
th

 10am-4pm 

 

OR: Please bring them to the Multipurpose Room Thursday or Friday 

mornings and someone will drive them over for you! 

 

Thank you in advance for your kind and generous spirit! 
Carole King 208-1188 and Kim Koechley 542-6756 

  



 

 

 

Attention 4th – 8th grader girls and their parents: 

We invite you to join our St Peter’s Challenge girls club. 

Challenge is an international Catholic girls club, organized in local parishes providing faith-

formation, friendship building and a variety of activities.  The 5th – 8th grade girls will meet 

three times a month on Thursday’s 3-4:30pm. Two of those times will be for their club 

meetings led by high school Challenge girls. In addition to these meetings the girls will be 

involved in a monthly service project for parish, school or community.  The 4th grade girls 

will only meet twice for their club meetings.  Our program at St. Peters includes a yearly 

“Pure Fashion Show”, various virtue talks and discussions led by consecrated women and 

college volunteers, fundraising projects, retreats and summer camps.  Through Challenge 

the girls learn to live their faith on a day to day basis. They are able to grow in virtue, 

character and leadership skills as modeled by their leaders. Most importantly they learn 

what friendship means, both with Christ and with each other. 

 

What You Need to do to Join: 

1. Complete attached registration form and return to the office by Thursday, Sept. 

15th. 

2. For our first meeting on Sept. 22nd please come 30 minutes before pick up: 4:00, to 

attend a brief parent meeting to learn about Challenge, pay registration fee, and 

order member packet.  

3. Mark your calendar with Challenge meeting dates (attached).  

Information & contacts: 

Visit our website at: www.challengeclubs.org  

St. Peter contacts: Dianne Martin (630) 443-7181 or martin40w025@sbcglobal.net & 

Lisa Karas (630) 262-0213 todd.karas@comcast.net  

 

 
 



St. Peter Challenge Club Registration Form 

2011-12 

Return to the school office by Sept. 15TH 

 

Childôs Name:       Grade:     

Birthday:             

Address:             

City, Zip:             

Home Phone:             

Parentsô Names:            

Email Address:            

Cell Phone:             

Emergency Contact Name and Number:         

              

Any medical conditions that we should be aware of:        

              

The fee for the year is $25 per semester. Scholarships are available. The second 

semester fee may be reduced depending on fundraising.  There is also an optional 

member kit available for $22.95.  (Registration fee and member kit cost will be collected 

on Sept. 22nd).      

  



 

CALENDER FOR 2011-12 
4th Grade 

Thursday’s 3PM-4:30  
 

Club Meeting Dates:     Retreats   

September  22nd       
  
 October  6th 

   20th 

 

 
November  3rd      4th -6th     

   17th  
December  1st       

   15th        

 

January 5th       
   19th 

 
February 2nd       

   16th 

 
March 1st        

   15th 

April  12th        
   26th 

 
May  10th       

   31st         

 
  



 

CALENDER FOR 2011-12 
Grades 5th – 8th 

Thursday’s 3PM-4:30  
 

Club Meeting Dates:  Retreats  Apostolic Activities: 

September  22nd      Sept.  29  
October  6th      Oct. 27 
                20th 

 
November  3rd   4th -6th  Nov. 10 
    17th 

 
December  1st      Dec. 8 

  15th        

 

January 5th      Jan. 26  
  19th 

 
February 2nd      Feb. 23 
  16th 

 
March 1st      March 22  

  15th 

April  12th      April   19  
  26th 

 
May  10th      May 24 

  31st  

        

 



ROCKET CROSS COUNTRY WINS 
FIRST CONFERENCE MEET

The St. Peter Rockets Cross Country team won their first meet of the 
season on Tuesday, September 6 at Wheeler Park in Geneva. They beat 
conference rivals St. Patrick of St. Charles, St. Mary of Sycamore, St. 
Catherine of Elgin and non-conference opponent Immanuel Lutheran of 
Batavia. St. Peter won both the 5/6th grade 1.5 mile race as well as the 
7/8th grade 2 mile race. St. Peter athletes Maria Tavierne, Jonathon 
Young, Caroline Zimmer and Sam McEnery won their respective 
races. Rounding out the top 3 finishers of each race from St. Peter were 
Elizabeth Allon, Charlie Zimmer, Matthew Martin, Megan Cahill and 
Rachel Tork. All participating teams brought food donations for the St. 
Peter Food Pantry to what is traditionally called the St. Peter Run For 
The Pantry. Tuesday's meet was the first of five conference meets on 
St. Peter's schedule. Their next meet is scheduled for September 17 at 
the Troy Invitational in Shorewood, IL where they will race against 
dozens of other schools including both Geneva Middle Schools.

 
 



 
  



 

  



 

  



 

  



The St. Peter School Home & School Social Committee  

invites you to . . .  

SPS Parentsõ  
Evening  Out  

Friday, September 23, 2011  
The Claddagh Irish Pub  

at Geneva Commons  
7:00 ð 9:00 PM  

$10 per person (includes one  
drink ticket and hot appetizers)  
Make it a date night with your spouse or 

come alone to catch up with old friends or 
make some new ones!  

 
Call Leanne Barton (630.845.0126) or Pam Mucha 

(630. 232.0557 ) with any questions.  

 
(Return bottom portion to the school office in an envelope labeled Parentsõ Evening Out)  

 

SPS Parentsõ Evening Out 
Name(s) of attendee (s) 

______________________________________________________ 

Phone number __________________________________ 

Amount enclosed $______  
 

  



 

 

ST. PETERôS GOAL FOR 2011- 2012 IS $ 3500 

2011-2012 earnings so far: $647 (We are at 18% of our goal) 

2010-2011 EARNINGS WAS: $2502 

Here's how much everyone at our school needs to earn each month. 

8 Box Tops every month 

See all the Box Top products Save with valuable coupons  

Shop & earn at over 150 popular retailers Earn at Barnes & Noble, America's #1 

bookstore  

 

2011-2012 Earnings Breakdown: 

¶ 91 % clip | 5870 Box Tops 

¶ 4 % marketplace | 2 Shoppers 

¶ 0 % reading room | 1 Readers 

¶ 6 % bonus box tops 

57 online school supporters 

4new school supporters 

192 of 6001 

IL state rank 

  

  



 

 

 

Please keep sending in your box tops 

You can send them in a Ziploc bag  

You can tape them on a sheet of 8.5 x 11 paper 

Go to www.btfe.com to find more ways to help St. Peter reach the GOAL !!!! 

Online shopper this one is for you é Check out the eboxtop section 

ñMarketPlaceò 

Like to read é check out the reading room é Barnes & Noble 

 

Any questions please email laurapizzo@ymail.com 

 

 

OUR SCHOOL CAN EARN UP TO $60,000 PER YEAR BUT WE NEED 

YOUR SUPPORT JOIN BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION AT 

WWW.BTFE.COM 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

SUPPORT ST. PETER SCHOOL 
 

Restaurant Night 
 

Wednesday, September 28
th

 

 

Front Street Cantina 

577 S. Third Street, Geneva 
 

*Please present this flyer when ordering. 

10% of your dinner bill will be donated to St. Peter School.  


