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PRINCIPALôS NOTE 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

 

REGISTRATION REMINDER:  Registration for St. Peter Catholic School for the 2010-2011 school year 

will be held during the month of March according to the schedule below: 

 March 1 - 12:  Families with students currently attending St. Peter School may enroll. 

 March 15 - 19:  Families that are members of St. Peter Parish, but do not currently have a child in   

our school, may enroll. 

 AFTER March 22:  Anyone wishing to have their children attend St. Peter Catholic School may 

enroll. 

 Registration forms and a tuition schedule were sent home on Monday and are also available on the 

website.  Registration fees must accompany the completed registration forms. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HISTORY FAIR WINNERS:  Eight, seventh grade students competed 

in the regional History Fair at Northern Illinois University this weekend.  Four students received a rating of 

"Excellent."  Congratulations to Evan Curran, Andrew Hartmann, Madeline McEnery and Maria Witte.  Four 

students received a "Superior" rating and will be competing in the State History Fair in Springfield in May.  

Congratulations to Michael Ferguson, Michael Kulisz, Thomas Ridge, and Sam Wulfkuhle.  St. Peter's School 

is proud of each and every one of you! 

  

FOR SALE, SPECTACULAR DVD:  A DVD composed of photos of our school children busy doing their 

daily work, as well as singing in the music room, was unveiled at the Spectacular on February 12.  There are 

still copies available for $10.00.  All proceeds go to an emergency scholarship fund for St. Peter families.  If 

you would like one, simply send $10.00 to the school office in an envelope marked "Spectacular DVD."  Be 

sure to include your name.  You will receive the DVD that afternoon in your son's/daughter's backpack. 

 

MASS ANGELS:  Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Wego would like to invite all the students in the school to attend the 

7:00 a.m. Mass on Mondays and Wednesdays during Lent.  After Mass, each student may bring a light 

breakfast item to enjoy.  Children in first through fourth grades will go to Mrs. Wego's room to eat their 

breakfast item after Mass is over.  Children in fifth through eighth grades will go to Mrs. Martin's room to eat 

their breakfast item after Mass is over.  Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Wego look forward to lots of "angels" joining 

them at these very special Lenten Masses. 

 

DEADLINE EXTENDED:  The Six Flags Six Hour Reading Club deadline has been extended to Tuesday, 

March 9.  Keep reading!  There's still time! 

     

PACK 136 CUB SCOUTS WELCOMES KINDERGARTEN PARENTS:  St. Peter Pack 136 Cub Scouts 

welcomes you and your kindergarten-age son to join us this Monday, March 8, in Seton Hall at 6:30 p.m.  We 

will be decorating ñRaingutter Regattasò that your son can race at our March 15 pack meeting.  If you are 

unable to attend this event but interested in getting more information about Cub Scouts, please join us at our 

pack meeting on Monday, March 15, at 6:30 p.m. in Seton Hall.  If you have any questions, please contact 

John Easton at cubmaster@spspack136.com.   

MASS:  Please join us for Mass this Friday, March 5, at 8:45 a.m.  Mrs. Drury's third grade will be presenting 

this liturgy. 

 

 



 

  



From the Parent Ed. Committee of the Home and School Associationé 

Catholic Parenting in a Facebook Age 

August 17, 2009 | 

By Lori Brannigan Kelly, Photo by Mike Baird, Flickr Creative Commons 

When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother (Lazarus) would not have died." 

When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became 

perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, "Where have you laid him?" 

They said to him, "Sir, come and see." 

And Jesus wept. 

So the Jews said, "See how he loved him." 

John 11:32-36 (New American Bible) 

------------------------------------------------ 

This scene from the Gospel of John portrays, in a particularly poignant way, the depth and 

manner in which Christ loved his friend Lazarus.  It reveals Christ as authentic and truly present.  

Indeed, Christ was truly present to Lazarusôs sisters, Mary and Martha, when he miraculously 

raised their brother from the dead.  He was truly present at His Cross and Resurrection.  He is 

truly present in the Eucharist.  Christ is, in Catholic belief, the Real Presence.  

 

As a Catholic mother of three children (one adult aged 21, two teens aged 18 and 16), I am 

constantly faced with the challenge of raising them to be ï like Christ ï loving, present and 

authentic friends.  

 

Given the technology at their fingertips, I fear, on many days, that I am waging a losing battle. It 

is a battle in which presence and authenticity are the biggest casualties. In this age of Facebook, 

MySpace, Instant Messenger (IM) and Text Messaging (TM), just how present are my children?  

How present, and how authentic, can they be? 

 

After work, my daughter runs into the house and scurries upstairs to see the latest addition to her 

Facebook wall.  My son navigates the pathways of MySpace ï all the while with multiple 

screens opening and closing, in rapid fire progression, on his IM chatter.  My younger daughter 

routinely sends upwards of 100 TMôs per day.  At any given moment, my children might be 

respectively engaged in up to a dozen simultaneous conversations.  How can they possibly be 

present ï truly present ï to twelve people at one time?  Friendship requires communication, to be 

sure, but faithful and lasting friendship requires a certain and sustained fraternal exclusiveness, a 

ñyou are uniquely special to me ï above the restò quality.   My 18 year old confides that: ñMany 

of my Facebook friends are not real friends, Mom.ò  That statement does not console me. 

 

And what of authenticity? 

 

By my own childrenôs account, Facebook and MySpace allow them the dubious luxury to act 

differently towards others than they would act in real life.  Without the risk of face-to-face 

confrontation, there is a tendency to be more friendly, more flamboyant, to present fabricated, 

embellished, and often fake images of oneself.  The 8th Commandment exhortation that ñYou 

shall not   



bear false witness against your neighborò and the dictum of John 8:32 ñyou will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you freeò are, in cyberspace, very easily discarded, and the distinction 

between what is real and what is artificial disappears.  Then, there is the issue of the posted 

pictures, thousands and thousands of them ï from the prom, the school, the vacation, the play ï 

prompting endless comment, and unleashing ego and vanity to surge, unchecked.  In this 

counterfeit dynamic, focus turns from Christian caritas to self-indulgent narcissism and frivolity. 

  

Aristotle once remarked that the nature of true friendship is to always seek the good of your 

friend and to never stop working towards it.  The moral activity of a Catholic is a calling to move 

ourselves ï and our sisters and brothers -- toward the theological virtues of faith, hope and 

charity, as well as towards the cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance.  

Are true friendship and the movement toward virtue remotely possible in this manic social 

networking age ï or are our children all just entombed in the minutia and myopia of illusory 

graffiti walls? 

Consider these quotes from William Falk, writing in The Week magazine on March 27, 2009: 

Truth is, there were times in my teen years when I would have killed for the distraction of some 

online friends.  But I donôt envy the Facebook generation.  Living the in the blab-o-sphere, with 

half a dozen open channels at all times, seems more like a burden than a pleasure, and the 

endless back and forth more an addiction that a choiceéé.(T)here is something to be said for 

looking for solace, and clues, inside your own being.  Alone, you have no choice but to make 

friends with yourself: if you never manage that, your virtual friends wonôt do you much good. 

This afternoon, with a thousand clicks of the mouse, and ten thousand more pecks on the 

keyboard, my children will have one hundred fleeting conversations with one hundred 

acquaintances. 

 

St. Ignatius of Antioch remarked that ñIt is better to be silent and to be than to not be silent and 

not be.ò 

 

So, as a mother to my children: I call you to rise, and to be.  Like Christ to Lazarus, I call you.  

Come out of the tomb. 

Lori Brannigan Kelly is a freelance writer whose work has appeared in First Things, The Pilot 

(Archdiocese of Boston), Society, and The Human Life Review. She and her husband Dan live in 

Walpole, Massachusetts with their three children. 

Don't miss the 13- week series airing at 6 P.M. March 1st  on EWTN ! Join the 

authors of All Things Girls  and Catholic girls each week to learn about John Paul 

II õs Theology of the Body  and Mulieris Dignitatem and how to develop virtues 

amidst every young girlõs concern for fashion, beauty, and friends. Based on the 

"All Things Girl" series of books , this program helps each girl discover the unique 

privilege and call upon her life in Godõs kingdom. She will learn that she is a princess 

and how saying òyesó to Godõs plan for her life can change the face of the world 

forever!  

The upcoming series begin s Monday, March 1 at 6PM .  The series will also run on 

Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m . beginning Friday, March 5 th . The books that the 

series is based upon are geared towards girls aged 9 through 12 or 13.     



Updates for the Catholic Conference of Illinois                                                                                                                                                    

Text Book Loan  Program - The CCI in coalition with other education based organizations in Illinois met 
with the State Superintendent, the Chairman of ISBE and provided a great amount of supporting 
materials to staff and all nine state board members regarding the restoration of funding to the Text Book 
Loan Program as well as the Transportation Reimbursement Program and the School Safety Block Grant.  
Although ISBE included funding for the School Safety Block Grant in their January budget 
recommendation, they did not recommend any funding for the Textbook Loan or Transportation 
Reimbursement programs.   ISBEõs budget proposal is only a recommendation. The Governor and the 
Illinois General Assembly will make the final budget decisions in May, and as its member s are elected 
officials, they are much more likely to be responsive to our strong advocacy.  Legislation has recently been 
introduced in the House and Senate respectively to restore funding to the Textbook Loan Program: House 

Bill 6096 and Senate Bill 3530.  If these are programs that you feel should be restored in Illinois,  please 
call your State Representative and ask him or her to sign on as a co-sponsor to House Bill 6096 and call 
your State Senator and ask him or her to sign on as a co-sponsor to Senate Bill 3530.   To find the contact 
information for your State Representative and State Senator, go to www.ilga.gov and click on Legislator 
Lookup in the lower, right -hand portion of the page. You can then look up your State Representative and 
State Senator by district #, your home or school address, or zip code. You can also call for assistance at 
312-368-1066 or 217-528-9200 

 

Catholics at the Capitol ð The CCI has asked that every Catholic school try to send a small contingent of 
parents, parishioners, staff, school board members or even the pastor to the Catholics at the Capitol. It is 
vitally important: no one else will be there to talk about education issues to your state representative and 
senator. If you want to see the Textbook Loan Program restored, the School Safety Block Grant increased, 
the Parent Transportation Program back on line, and the Education Expense Tax Credit increased, please 
consider attending the rally to help lobby lawmakers.  

 

Senator James Meeksõ Voucher Initiative - Senator Meeks came out in December for a school voucher 

system, embodied in Senate Bill 2494.  CCI and representatives of various school choice efforts have met 

with Senator Meeks to discuss and support his efforts. Senator Meeks accepted an amendment to his 

original leg islation with CCIõs preferred legislative language. Working with Alliance for Educational 

Choice (formerly Friedman Foundation), Agudath  

 

 



                                                                

Israel, ICNS and the Illinois Policy Institute CCI hopes to advance Senator Meeksõ legislation and invigorate a 
real public policy dialogue about school choice. The bill has been assigned to the Senate Executive Committee, 
and we expect a hearing in early March. 

 

Federal Title and IDEA Funding Distribution ð Working with Notre Dameõs Alliance for Catholic Education 
(ACE) program, CCI has proposed to ISBE the possibility of establishing an alternative model for determining 
and distributing federal grant dollars for services entitled to Catholic schools and their students. ISBEõs initial 
response has been to include the issue, via Senate Bill 1882, in their newly formed Streamlining Illinoisõ 
Educational Delivery Systems Task Force. In the meantime, we continue to push ISBE to ensure public school 
districts are living up to their obligations to ensure private school participat ion in federally funded NCLB and 
IDEA programs. A meeting with the State Superintendent and his staff has been scheduled for mid -March. 

 

Facebook  Page for Catholic School Advocacy  ð There is now a Facebook page where you can sign up and 
receive updates on the CCI and the work that it is doing:  

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Springfield -IL/CCI -Catholic-School-Advocacy-in-
Illinois/124415842483?created or do a search on Facebook of Catholic School Advocacy. Being a fan of the 
page will allow you to receive rea l time updates and action alerts, links to pertinent articles and videos and 
access to the monthly newsletter. Sign up as a fan today! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Margo Easton to 630-845-1540 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  


