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IRINCITAL'S NOTE
Wednesday, November 18, 2000

APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE! Conpratulations to the following students for earning over 20 points for
Accelerated Reading at 5t Peter School for September and October: Zach Palrang, Eevin Lanphier,
Delaney Shanahan Thomas Hein Luke Will, Madison Sanders, Sean Doherty, Catherine Chung, Jobn
Eliebhan Sam Wilfluhle, Henry Feldhaus, Keegan Eane, Jacob Volk, Anthony Fencl, Madeline
Schamberger, Alexander Chung, (livia Wlbert, Joseph Hutter, Grffin Cwran . . . and Sean Regan!
Sean made the AR 100 Club and will have his picture entered mn the AR Hall of Reading Fame. Each one
of you should be proud of your accomplishments!

DEESS DOWN DAY: TOMOBRROW, Thursday (MNovember 19), is Diress Down Day. The Student
Coumnel has voted that the procesds from thes Diress Down Day will benefit the Marklund Home. The six,
16-bed residential homes m Geneva serve adults with severe and profound developmental disabilities.

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES: Tust a renunder . . . Parent Teacher Conferences wnll be
Monday, November 23, and Tuesday, Movember 24. Pleaze stop by the area outside of the school office
to select a time.

BASE...CHEISTMAS SPECTAL! Dunng the month of December, BASE (our Before and After
School Ennchment Program) will offer a special price of 520,00 a day for after school ennichment. This
offer 15 available for parents of chaldren at 5t. Peter School that currently are not enrclled in BASE and

RECYCLE THOSE LIBRARY FINES: You have the opporfuruty to CLEAR ATL I TBRARY FINES
this month dunng the RECYCLE PAFEE. DEIVE. Bring your recycled paper in a plastic grocery bag to
vour classroom. Fourth graders have vohmteered their service to collect the paper from the classrooms.
Recyeling helps the Environmental Stewardship Mimstry at 5t. Peter Church and benefits the Library
Media Besource Center at 5t. Peter School.  Please note that OVERDUE books mmst shll be retorned and
LOST BOOKES will be billed at replacement cost.

5T. FRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: TONIGHT, Wednesday (Movember 18), at 6:00
pm prospective students and their farmbes are ivited to expenence St. Francs High School. Tour the
fambihes, meet the teachers, coaches, admmistrators, and students. For more information, call Meg Olsen
at 630-668-5800, ext. 120.

DATE NIGHT FOR PARENTS: THIS Friday, November 20, at 7:00 p.m_ in Seton Hall, Fr. Frank
“Rocky” Hoffman will be giving a talk entitled: Eaising Childven of Strong Character. Fr. Rockyis a
dynamic speaker! He has worked with youth and fammibies for over 20 vears. He 15 a nationally known
speaker with a preat sense of bumor and he 1= able to explan the faith m simple and mespinng ways. He
will enhighten mspire, and motrvate us and he will show us how blessed we are to be parents!! Single
parents are also welcome! Delectable desserts and drinks will be provided and there will be an
opportunity to purchase some great parenting books. There 15 no cost for the event, but for planming
purposes, please BSVP to Mary Hendnan (630) 208 -3425, Tudy Regan (6307 402-0829, or Gavle Suess
(630) 406-9676. If you need assistance in finding a baby=itter for the evening, please call Eathy
Duhownik (630) 443-7780 for a list of potential babysitters.

MASS: Please join us for Mass this Fnday, November 20, at 8:45 am. Our Student Couneil
will be presenting this Mass . . . and the saints will definitely come marching into our Church.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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From the Parent Education Committee of Home and School...

What makes a Catholic home truly “Catholic™?

1 think this is one of the bigger questions of our modem lives. We want a home that brings up fithful
Cathiolic children. We want a home that strengthens our faith and builds habits that lead toward heaven. 1
believe there are some key elements of a truly Catholic culture in the home, which tends itself toward a
faithful family.

Service in the Catholic home

One of the key elements, as Pope John Paul II pointed out in Familiaris Consorio (The Role of the Christian
Family in the Modern World) is this notion of developing a "communion of persens” in the home. This is
created in two ways: by love and service. We understand intuitively that we must love one another and try
to increase our bove over time, Part of doing this also involves service: by making yourself a servant of your
family you set an example of love that your children will follow. But another part is service:

FC 21. All members of the family, each according to his or her own gift. have the grace and responsibility of
building, day by day, the communion of persons, making the family "a school of deeper humanity™: this
happens where there is care and love for the little ones, the sick, the aged; where there is mutual service

every day; where there is a sharing of goods, of joys, and of sorrows.

This beautiful passage underlines a key element of the Catholic family: service of others. We serve those
around us selflessly and teach our children through the undeniable power of example. Not even our words
and explanations can teach as well as the examples we set for our children. Want to teach them to be
selfless and loving? Start by being so yourself. Want to teach concern for the poor? Go to soup kitchens and
give money to those in need. Serving others is the only true way to happiness and the fastest way to
developing a true Catholic culture within the home.

Faithfulness in the Catholic home

The power of example takes us further into the next stage of developing an authentic Catholic culture: being
faithful to the Church and her teachings. For most Americans, this is a difficult reality. Studies suggest that a
large percentage of Catholics practice contraception, for example. This willful refusal to follow Church
teaching also sets an example to your children — but not the comect one. If we want to raise faithful children,
wie must be faithful and willing to sacrifice our "wants" to serve God in the correct way. Oftentimes we view
the commands of God (that come through the Church) as obstades to our happiness. This is a true emor
since true happiness can only be found in God.

It seems obvious, but is often overlocked: in order to develop a Catholic home we must believe and follow
the teachings that the Church has laid out for us. It is not possible to have a truly Cathaolic home that
diszents from the Church on key teachings or practices acts which are considered gravely sinful.

Prayer in the Catholic home
This is one we harp on constantly at LivingCatholicismi.com. Prayer is required in order to change us into
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Habit Im the Catholic Home
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The Cathalic Home Servas, is Faithful, and Prays
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Taken from livingcatholicism.com, & graat resource for Catholic familias.







